The use of intravascular ultrasound imaging for the assessment of left main stem coronary disease before bypass surgery.
Coronary angiography has well-known limitations in the assessment of coronary artery disease, many of which are overcome using intravascular ultrasound (IVUS). While these limitations are particularly pronounced in the left main stem coronary artery, it is in this anatomical location that a correct decision regarding treatment modality has the most prognostic relevance to the patient. In this case report we demonstrate the importance of considering IVUS imaging in patients with apparent ostial and proximal left main stem disease before coronary bypass surgery.